
 

 

 
Children’s learning is purposeful, empowering them to be ambitious for their future. 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1   Summer 2 

Topic 

How is life in 
Nakuru different 

to life in 
Roehampton? 

People who 
changed the world 

Habitats Minibeasts 
London then and 
(The Great Fire of 

London) 
London now 

Core Texts  

Lila and the secret 
of rain 

David Conway & 
Jude Daly 

 
One Day On Our 
Blue Planet – In 
The Savannah  

Look Up  
(Mae Jemison) 
Nathan Bryon 

 
Ada Twist, 
Scientist  

(Ada Lovelace & 
Marie Curie) 

Rabbit & Bear 
Julian Gough & Jim 

Field 
 

Winter Sleep; A 
hibernation story 

Alex Morss 

The Big Book Of 
Bugs 
David 

Attenborough 

The Great Fire Of 
London 

Paddington The 
Bear 

Big Question 

How is life in 
Nakuru different 

to life in 
Roehampton? 

What impact have 
these significant 

people had on the 
world? 

 
How do you know 

if something is 
alive? 

What effect did 
the great fire have 

on London? 

Why is London a 
huge tourist 
attraction? 

Enrichment 
opportunities 

Trip - London Zoo 
 

Orode 
African Masks 

 

Trip – Windsor 
Castle  

Workshop?? 
 

Workshop - Zoo 
Lab  

 
Orode 

Minibeasts Screen 
Printing 

Workshop – Great 
Fire of London 

 
Trip – London Eye 
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Craig Jenkins 
(Literacy) 

African Fables 

 
Local Trip – 
Wimbledon 

Common 

Significant People  

 
 

Mae Jemison 
Ada Lovelace 

Henry VIII 
Nelson Mandela 

Gandhi 
Marie Curie 

 
David 

Attenborough 
Samuel Pepys Jan Griffer 

Art and Design 

Orode 
African Masks 

Experiment with 
constructing and 
joining recycled, 
natural and 
manmade 
materials I can 
experiment with 
using basic tools 
(scissors, on rigid 

Portraits of 
significant people 

I can try out 
making different 
tones using pencils, 
chalk or charcoal 
 
I can paint things I 
have seen, 
remembered or 
imagined 

 Orode 
Minibeasts Screen 

Printing 
 

I can experiment 
with printmaking 
using different 
materials. 
 

 Create a London 
scene inspired by 

key artist (Jan 
Griffer) 

I can try out 
making different 
tones using pencils, 
chalk or charcoal 
 
I can paint things I 
have seen, 
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and flexible 
materials 
 
Use a range of 
materials creatively 
to design and make 
products. 
 
Use drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture to 
develop and share 
their ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination. 
Develop a wide 
range of art and 
design techniques 
in using colour, 
pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form 
and space. 

remembered or 
imagined 
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Design and 
Technology 

 

Make a pop-up 
book 

I can design useful, 
pleasing products 
for myself and 
other users based 
on a design brief 
 
I can generate, 
develop, model 
and communicate 
my ideas through 
talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-
ups 
 
I can safely 
measure, mark out, 
cut and shape 
materials and 
components using 
a range of tools 
 

 

Moving Pictures – 
Making a life cycle 

of a Butterfly 
I can design useful, 
pleasing products 
for myself and 
other users based 
on a design brief 
 
I can generate, 
develop, model 
and communicate 
my ideas through 
talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-
ups 
 
I can safely 
measure, mark out, 
cut and shape 
materials and 
components using 
a range of tools 
 

 

Making a plate of 
healthy food 

I can understand 
the need for a 
variety of food in a 
diet 
 
I can understand 
that all food has to 
be farmed, grown 
or caught 
 
I can use a wider 
range of cookery 
techniques to 
prepare food safely 



 

 

 
Children’s learning is purposeful, empowering them to be ambitious for their future. 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1   Summer 2 

I can choose tools I 
would like to use 
and select 
materials based on 
my knowledge of 
their properties. 
 
I can evaluate and 
assess existing 
products and those 
that I have made 
using a design 
criteria 
 
I can investigate 
different 
techniques for 
stiffening a variety 
of materials and 
explore different 
methods of 
enabling structures 
to remain stable 
 

I can choose tools I 
would like to use 
and select 
materials based on 
my knowledge of 
their properties. 
 
I can evaluate and 
assess exis.ng 
products and those 
that I have made 
using a design 
criteria 
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I can explore and 
use mechanisms 
such as levers, 
sliders, wheels and 
axles in products 

Geography 

Location of London 
and Nakuru 

I can use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational skills 
to study the 
geography of key 
human and 
physical features of 
its surrounding 
environment 
 
I can use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks and 
basic  

 

Location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and 
the North and 
South Poles 
 
I can use world 
maps, atlases and 
globes to identify 
the United 
Kingdom its 
countries, as well 
as the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied 

  

I can use world 
maps, atlases and 
globes to identify 
the United 
Kingdom its 
countries, as well 
as the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied  
 
I can use simple 
compass directions 
(North, South, East 
and West) and 
locational and 
directional 
language 
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human and 
physical features; 
devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key 
 
I can understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through studying 
the human and 
physical geography 
of a small area of 
the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non 
European country 

I can name, place 
and identify 
characteristics of 
the four countries 
and capital cities of 
the United 
Kingdom 
 
I can name and 
place the world's 
seven continents 
and five oceans 
I can use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to physical and 
human features 

Computing 
E-Safety; 

Smartie the 
Penguin 

Coding; 
J2Code 

Coding; 
Junior Scratch 

  Bee Bots; 
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Google Earth; 
Nakuru and 

Roehampton  

Map Skills, 
directional/position

al  language 

History  

I can discuss the 
lives of significant 
people in the past 
who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements and 
use some to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods 
 
I can relate my own 
account of an 
event and 
understand that 
others may give a 
different version  

  

I can describe a 
study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history beyond 
1066 
 
I can describe 
where people and 
events fit within a 
timeline and 
identify similarities 
and differences 
between ways of 
life in different 
periods 
 
I can show an 
awareness of the 
past, using 
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I can describe 
changes within 
living memory and 
aspects of change 
in national life 
 

common words 
and phrases 
relating to the 
passing of time 
 
I can relate my own 
account of an 
event and 
understand that 
others may give a 
different version 
 
I can show 
understanding of 
some of the ways 
in which we find 
out about the past 
and identify 
different ways in 
which it is 
represented 
I can talk, draw or 
write about 
aspects of the past 
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I can describe 
events beyond 
living memory that 
are significant 
nationally or 
globally 

I can describe 
significant 

historical events, 
people and places 

locally 

Relationships 
Education 

      

RE  
Judaism 
Hanukah 

  
Islam 

Eid & 5 Pillars 
 

Music   
Music Express 

Yr2 Animals Unit: 
Pitch 

  
Music Express 

Yr2 Our Land Unit:  
Exploring Sounds 

Science   
Working 

Scientifically Skills 
also to be included 

Working 
Scientifically Skills 
also to be included 

Working 
Scientifically Skills 
also to be included 

Working 
Scientifically Skills 
also to be included 
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I can explain the 
needs of animals, 
including humans, 
for survival 
 
I can explain that 
most living things 
live in habitats 
which suit them 
and depend on 
each other 
 
I can name some 
plants and animals 
in their habitats. 
 
I can explain the 
differences 
between things 
that are living, 
dead and things 
that have never 
been alive 
 

I can explain how 
seeds and bulbs 
grow into plants 
 
I can describe how 
plants need water, 
light and a suitable 
temperature to 
grow and stay 
healthy 
 
I can explain the 
differences 
between things 
that are living, 
dead and things 
that have never 
been alive 
 
I can name some 
plants and animals 
in their micro-
habitats 

I can explain how 
objects made from 
some materials can 
be changed 
 
I can say why I 
would choose a 
material for a 
particular job 
 

I can explain the 
importance of 
exercise, eating 
healthily and 
keeping clean 
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I can explain how 
animals get their 
food from plants 
and other animals 
using a simple food 
chain 

MFL       

 


