
 

 
Children’s learning is purposeful, empowering them to be ambitious for their future. 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
Egyptians Living things and 

their habitats 

States of matter Raise the alarm The Romans Contrasting 

localities & Sound 

Core Texts 
The story of 

Tutankhamun 

The fox and the star Pugs of the frozen 

north 

The iron man A Roman Story The boy at the back 

of the class.  

Big Question 

What would you 

like your legacy to 

be? 

Do our habitats 

define us? 

Is all change 

permanent? 

How does electricity 

keep the world 

buzzing? 

What did the 

Romans do for us? 

Would you rather 

live in Roehampton 

or Brighton? 

Do we all hear the 

same? 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning 

Critical thinking 

Leadership 

Adaptability 

Critical Thinking 

Adaptability 

Leadership 

Critical Thinking 

Adaptability 

Leadership 

Critical Thinking 

Adaptability 

Leadership 

Leadership 

(Boudica) 

Critical thinking 

Adaptability 

Team work 

Collaboration 

Problem Solving 

Critical Thinking 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Egyptian 

Workshop 
Sea life Centre Now press play 

Science Museum 

workshop electricity 

Now press play 

Portals from the 

past workshop 

Brighton visit? 

Now Press Play 

Art and Design 

Tomb and mummy 

making – Art with 

Orode 

I can plan my 

sculpture using 

I can draw familiar 

objects with correct 

proportions - Laura 

 

Liquid art 

Solids - statues 

I can say how I 

would improve my 

work using technical 

terms and giving 

reasons 

  



drawings or other 

preparatory work. 

 

I can use different 

techniques e.g. 

marbling, 

silkscreen and 

relief printing. 

 

Tomb design and 

make  

I can start to use 

perspective in my 

collages - Laura 

 

 

 

Geography 

I can show I know 

features nearby 

and beyond the 

UK 

 

Discussion about 

the Nile and it’s 

flooding. 

Compared Nile 

and Thames  

I can explore 

weather patterns 

around parts of the 

world – dessert  

 

Explore different 

habitats around the 

world and the 

weather patterns.  

I can explore 

weather patterns 

around parts of the 

world – Link to core 

text – blizzards, cold 

etc 

 

 I can show where 

countries are within 

Europe, including 

Russia 

 

Where the Roman’s 

invaded.  

I can plan the steps 

for an enquiry 

 

I can recognise that 

people have 

differing quality of 

life living in 

different locations 

and environments 

 

I can explain how 

the locality is set 

within a wider 

geographical 

context 

 

I can show I know 

features nearby and 

beyond the UK 

 



I can describe 
human features of 
UK regions, cities 
and /or counties 
 
I can explain about 
key natural 
resources e.g. water 
in the locality 
 
I can explore 
weather patterns 
around parts of the 
world 
 
I can understand 
the effect of 
landscape features 
on the development 
of a locality 
 

I can show I know 
about the wider 
context of places - 
region, country 
 
I can understand 
why there are 
similarities and 
differences 
between places 
 
I can measure 
straight line 
distances using the 
right scale 



 
I can explore 
features on OS 
maps using 4 figure 
grid references 
 
I can draw accurate 
maps with more 
complex keys 
 
I can plan the steps 
for an enquiry 

Computing 

Research Ancient 
Egyptians on ipads  
I can select, use 
and combine 
internet services  
I can analyse 
information  
I can evaluate 
information 

 Scratch-   Create a Smart 

notebook 

presenting 

knowledge about 

the Romans.  

Esaftey  

History 

I can describe the 

achievements of 

the earliest 

civilizations and a 

deeper knowledge 

of the Ancient 

Egyptians. 

 

I can understand 

that sources can 

contradict each 

other – did the 

   I can describe the 

Roman Empire and 

its impact on Britain 

 

I can explain what I 

have learned in an 

organised and 

structured way, 

using appropriate 

terminology 

 

 

 



slaves build the 

pyramids?  

 

I can explain what 

I have learned in 

an organised and 

structured way, 

using appropriate 

terminology 

 

I can use sources 
of information in 
ways that go 
beyond simple 
observations to 
answer questions 
about the past 
 
I can use a variety 
of resources to 
find out about 
aspects of life in 
the past (historical 
enquiry) 
 

I can place some 
historical periods 
in a chronological 
framework 
I can use historic 
terms related to 
the period of study 

I can use sources of 
information in ways 
that go beyond 
simple observations 
to answer questions 
about the past 
 
I can use a variety of 
resources to find 
out about aspects of 
life in the past 
(historical enquiry) 
 

I can place some 
historical periods in 
a chronological 
framework 
I can use historic 
terms related to the 
period of study 
 



Relationships 

Education 

PATHS: Lesson 1 

Formulating 

classroom rules 

PATHS Lesson 2- -

PATHS Pupil of the 

day 

Lesson 3 Co-

operative Learning 

skills 

Lesson 4 – The 

Golden rule 

Lesson 5 – 

Listening to others 

Lesson 6 – 

Introducing Feelings 

Lesson 7 

Recognizing control 

and anger 

Lesson 8 control 

signal Poster 

Lesson 9 control 

signal poster 2. 

Lesson 10 PATHS 

Feelings Dictionary 

What constitutes a 

healthy diet 

(including 

understanding 

calories and other 

nutritional content) 

Lesson 11Feelings 

Intensity 

Lesson 12: My own 

feelings story 

Lesson 13 Playing by 

the rules 

Lesson 14 Solving an 

important plan 

Lesson 15 Avoiding 

Gossip 

Lesson 16 We are all 

unique 

How to report 

concerns or abuse- -

where to get advice 

Where do I get 

support? Including 

school 

 

Lessons 17, 18, 19, 

20 – Best friends 

story 

Lessons 21 and 22 – 

Making good 

decisions 1&2 

 

About the benefits 

of rationing time 

spent online, the 

risks of excessive 

time spent on 

electronic devices 

and the impact of 

positive and 

negative content 

online on their own 

and others’ mental 

and physical 

wellbeing 

Lesson 23, 24 25 – 

Making good 

decisions 

Lesson 26 Being 

responsible 

Lesson 27 Being 

responsible and 

creating change 

Lesson 28 – Social 

responsibility 

Lesson 29-32 – 

Problem 

identification 

Lesson 33 and 34 – 

Setting positive 

goals 

Lesson 35 and 36 - -

Reaching positive 

goals 

Know basic first aid 

How to make a call 

to emergency 

services 

RE  Christianity   Hinduism   

Design and 

Technology 

 Healthy foods  
 
I can understand 
what makes a 
healthy and 
balanced diet, and 
that different foods 
and drinks provide 
different substances 
the body needs to 

Bake a cake  

 

I can read and 

follow recipes which 

involve several 

processes, skills and 

techniques 

 

 

I can understand 

and use electrical 

systems in my 

products 

 

I can use my 

knowledge of 

existing products to 

design a functional 

 I can use my 

knowledge of 

techniques and the 

functional and 

aesthetic qualities 

of a wide range of 

materials to plan 

how to use them 

 



be healthy and 
active 
 
I can understand 
seasonality and the 
advantages of 
eating seasonal and 
locally produced 
food 
 

 

and appealing 

product for a 

particular purpose 

and audience 

 

I can use my 

knowledge of 

techniques and the 

functional and 

aesthetic qualities 

of a wide range of 

materials to plan 

how to use them 

 

I can consider how 

existing products 

and my own 

finished products 

might be improved 

and how well they 

meet the needs of 

the intended user 

 

I can create designs 

using exploded 

diagrams – Design 

and make an alarm 

I can consider how 

existing products 

and my own 

finished products 

might be improved 

and how well they 

meet the needs of 

the intended user 

 

I can create designs 

using exploded 

diagrams – Ear 

defenders if time 

allows 

Music 

I can confidently 

recognise and 

explore a range of 

musical styles and 

     



traditions and 

know their basic 

style indicators 

 

Compare Egyptian 

music to today’s 

music.  

Science 

 I can explain some 
parts of the 
digestive system in 
humans 
 
I can describe and 
explain a variety of 
food chains, naming 
producers, 
predators and prey 
 
I can explain the 
different types of 
teeth in humans 
and what they do 
 

I can show that 
living things can be 
grouped together in 
various ways 
 
I can explore and 
use classification 
keys to help group, 
identify and name a 
variety of living 
things 

I can group 
materials together, 
according to 
whether they are 
solids, liquids or 
gases including 
tricky ones like gels, 
foams, mists and 
pastes 
 
I can demonstrate 
and explain that 
some materials 
change state when 
they are heated or 
cooled, and 
measure or 
research the 
temperature at 
which this happens 
in degrees Celsius 
(°C) 
 
I can correctly talk 
about the part 
played by 
evaporation and 

I can talk about 
common appliances 
that run on 
electricity 
 
I can construct and 
draw with labels a 
simple series 
electrical circuit 
which includes cells, 
wires, bulbs, 
switches and 
buzzers 
 
I can predict if a 
lamp will light or 
not in a simple 
series circuit, based 
on whether or not 
the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with 
a battery 
 
I can explain that a 
switch opens and 
closes a circuit and 
associate this with 

  



 
I can explain that 
environments can 
change and that this 
sometimes means 
that living things are 
put in danger 
 

condensation in the 
water cycle and can 
show a link between 
the rate of 
evaporation and 
temperature 
 

whether or not a 
lamp lights in a 
simple series circuit 
 
I can show that 
some materials are 
conductors and 
some are insulators, 
and can explain that 
metals are good 
conductors 

MFL French 

Statistics 

I can interpret and 

present discrete 

and continuous 

data using 

appropriate 

graphical 

methods, including 

bar charts and 

time graphs 

 

Represent the 

flood data in 

different ways. 

 I can solve 

comparison, sum 

and difference 

problems using 

information 

presented in bar 

charts, pictograms, 

tables and other 

graphs. 

 

Create a graph with 

different states of 

matter compare 

how many each 

material has. E.G. 

Water can be a 

solid, liquid or gas. 

   

PE 
Basketball 

(Games) 

Football 

(Games) 

Gymnastics 

Basketball 

Tennis 

Tag rugby 

Athletics 

Swimming? 

Cricket 



Gymnastics Tennis Team 

Building/Orienteeri

ng 

 


